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ISLAND REPORT 

Southern Grid Survey No# 3 
November - December 1965 


Itinerary 


23 

November 

Landed on Howland Island . '< 

1400 

25 

November 

Departed Howland Island 

0700 

25 

November 

Landed on Baker Island 

1130 

25 

November 

Departed Baker Island 

1630 


This report is based on observations made on Howland and Baker Islands 
by P#O.B.S#P# personnel during the period 23 - 25 November 1965# Party 
members were Richard Crossin (Biologist in Charge)* Dayle Husted* Richard 

A 

Maze* and Robert DeLong# 

Population estimates and breeding status were noted for all species of 
birds present on both islands (see Table I)# Eight species were recorded on 
Howland and ten on Baker. A total of 106 blood samples were collected from 
the three species of boobies on Howland# No blood samples were taken on 
Baker# Banding and color-tagging operations were carried out on Howland (see 

Table 2). 

The vegetation on both islands was extremely lush as it had been in 
September and October# Apparently heavy rainfall has continued over both 
islands since October# One heavy cloudburst occurred on the night of 24 
November on Howland. 

Boobies were the dominant group on Howland Island# On Baker a small 
colony of Common Noddy Terns were nesting* and wintering shorebirds were 
abundant. The south and east beaches on Baker Island* where extensive areas 
of exposed coral rock occur at low tide* were apparently favored feeding 
places for shorebirds# 
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Species Accounts 

Blue-faced Booby 

This was the most abundant species on Howland with an estimated 1000 birds 
present. Clubs of up to 100 birds were found at night along the east shore, 
and smaller clubs were found at scattered points just inland from the beach 
around the entire island. Scattered breeding pairs were encountered in areas 
of vegetation bordering the beaches. No particular portion of the island 
contained a concentration. Four young birds (nestlings or locals) and eight 

9 

nests with eggs were noted. Birds in clubs were quite spooky. During banding 
operations attempts were made to capture only unstreamered birds because all 
streams red birds were tagged during the previous two months. Over 90% of the 
birds are now streamered and banded. The blue streamers show up fairly well 
at night under headlamps used by personnel, but are quite difficult to see on 
flying birds during the daytime. At least five birds which had been red- 
painted on Baker Island were noted in the clubs on Howland* 

On Baker Island only four adults were seen most of them flying over the 
island. One full grown fledgling was present on the west side of the island 
near the lighthouse. 

Browit ; Booby 

An estimated 50 adults (including a few subadults and flying iramatures) 
were present on Howland. The majority of adults were nesting in a loose colony 
in vegetation along the beach at the southwest end of the island. At least 15 
nests with eggs and one half grown chick were found in this area. One 3/4 
grown chick was found along the beach on the southeast end of the island. A 
few adults were encountered in Blue-faced Booby clubs at night. One adult was 
seen flying over Baker Island. 
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Red-footed Dooby 

An estimated 130 Red-footed Boobies were concentrated in the dead Cordla 
grove in the center of Howland Island* Seven nests containing partly grown 
young were present* One new nest was in the process of being built# Most of 
the adult birds were absent from the island during the daytime, returning to 
roost at night* These birds were especially wary and only 13 were captured 
for blood samples. None were seen on Baker Island# 

Great Frigatebird 

An estimated 50 birds were present on Howland Island. Most of these were 
immatures or subadults# A few were found perched on dead Cordia trees during 
the day, but most were seen flying over the island* The few flying immatures 
captured during banding operations were weak and emaciated# None were recorded 
on Baker Island* 

Lesser Frigatebird 

No more than five birds we*»e noted flying with Great Frigatebirds over 
Howled Island* Three full grown immatures, apparently too weak to fly, were 
encountered on the south end of the island where a larger nesting colony had 
been previously recorded# None were recorded on Baker Island* 

Golden Plover 

Approximately 36 individuals scattered over Howland Island were noted# 

Thb majority were flushed from small cleared areas in the interior of the 
island* On Baker Island this species was much more abundant; an estimated 
126 birds were recorded# These birds were likewise found in scattered clear¬ 
ings throughout the interior of the island as well as along the south and east 
beaches where they were noted feeding with turnstones# 
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Ruddy Turnstone 

> 

Numerous small flocks were present all along the south and east beaches 
on Baker Island. The presence of banded and painted birds was sought through 
the use of binoculars. No banded t nor red-painted, birds were noted. Two 

✓ 

- I 

specimens were collected. No turnstones were recorded on Howland Island. 

• 4 

Wandering Tattler 

A total of 59 birds was recorded on Baker Island. Practically all were 

. 

found on the south and east beaches, often feeding with turnstones. One speci¬ 
men was collected. None was seen on Howland. 

Erolia species 

At least six individuals were seen on Baker Island along the south beach. 
None was seen on Howland Island. 

Bristle-thighed Curlew 

One individual was seen on/Howland Island and one individual was seen on 
Baker Island. 

Sooty Tern 

Roughly 200 birds were estimated flying over Howland at night. Most of 
these were heard calling. Only a few individuals were seen flying along the 
shoreline during the day. A total of 11 was seen flying over Baker Island. 
Common Noddy Tern 

An estimated 300 birds were present on the coral bar in the center of the 
tiny lagoon at the east end of Baker Island. These are apparently just starting 
to nest. A total of 49 eggs were present on the bar. None was seen on Howland. 
Hawaiian Noddy Tern 

Nine individuals flew over Baker Island and perched for a short time on 
the telegraph poles at the east end of the island. None was seen on Howland. 
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TABLE 1 Population estimates of the birds on Howland and Baker Islands 


23 - 25 1 

November 1965* 




Species 

Adult * Young 

Nests With Eggs 

Total 


Howland 

Island 



Blue-faced Booby 

1000 

4 

8 

1004 

Brown Booby 

50 

2 

15 

52 

Red-footed Booby 

150 

7 

0 

157 

Great Frigatebird 

50 

0 

0 

50 

Lesser Frigatebird 

5 

3 

0 

8 

Golden Plover 

36 

0 

0 

36 

Bristle-thighed Curlew 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Sooty Tern ** 

200 

0 

0 

200 


Baker 

Island 



Blue-faced Booby 

4 

1 

0 

5 

Brown Booby 

1 irk 

0 

0 

1 

Golden Plover 

126 

0 

: 0 

126 

Ruddy Turnstone 

258 

0 

0 

258 

Wandering Tattler 

59 

0 

0 

59 

Erolia sp. 

6 

0 

0 

6 

Bristle-thighed Curlew 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Sooty Tern 

11 ** 

0 

0 

11 

Common Noddy Tern 

300 

0 

49 

300 

Hawaiian Noddy Tern 

9 

0 

0 

9 


* includes subadults and flying immatures 

** only recorded as flying over the island 














TABLE 2 Number of birds banded, blood samples taken, returns and recoveries 

recorded on Howland Island, 23 - 25 November 1965. 


Species 

Number 

banded 

Blood samples 
taken 

Returns 

Recoveries 

Blue-faced Booby 

* 

19 

76 

130 

3 

Brown Booby 

8 

17 

4 

0 

Red-footed Booby 

0 

13 

10 

1 

Great Frigatebird 

_0 

0 

3 

1 

TOTALS 

27 

106 

147 

5 


TABLE 3. Berlese samples taken during Southern Island Cruise No. 10. All 

samples taken from HowlandIsland, 24 November 1965. 


Species 
Brown Booby 


Red-footed Booby 


Description of nest 
Nest with no eggs 
Adult on nest with no eggs 
Nest with one egg 
Nest with two eggs 
Adult on nest with two eggs 
One nestling (only) in nest 
Adult with one nestling in nest 

TOTAL 


Number of nest(s ) 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

3 

13 
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